Josh Radinsky's Notes from GK-12 Meeting 4/10/01

EVL Bee Dance Activity for 6th grade

6th grade - Betty S. - very tight ship - very controlling

-Tom talked to her - "leaving it up to you"

-she's studied bees, something of an expert

-time frame is open ended, at least 3 weeks

-she spontaneously articulated lots of opportunities to do this

· lunchtime etc.

-the school is very station oriented

What would be a success story for the project?

-group learning - students communicating what they find

-recognize a pattern is happening, - that there is cause and effect

-direction and length of waggle dance matters

	learning

discover game, rules

ability to/ tendency to

-recognize that a pattern exists

-decode a gesture language

-articulate questions

    "Can we predict where the bee goes next?" 

-tendency to try to document finding

-check for accuracy of "solutions"

-try to share their finding


	EVL question

· process by which kids make sense of this thing

· how the "buzz" moves through the classroom

· how different with scaffolding vs. without

· teacher role- to what extent does she:

· leave it alone

· arrange access, but doesn't facilitate development of questions

· can we pull off this operation

· what happens when we're not there

· what happens if the solution is:

-found early?

-not found at all?


kids tend to notice wiggling patterns first

· then direction

· then relation of length of line to distance to plant

wonder: do bees really do this?

