Extension
Format Name
Originator
Streaming
Additional Software

.wav
Waveform
Microsoft
No
No

.au
Sun Audio
Sun Microsystems
No
No

.aiff
Audio Interchange
Apple
No
No

.mid
MIDI
International

MIDI Association
Yes
No

.mp3
MPEG Audio 

(Layer 3)
Fraunhofer IIS-A and the ISO
Yes
No

.ra
Real Audio
Real Networks
Yes
Yes

Name
File Extension
Originator
Additional Codec
Streaming
Additional Player

Audio Video Interleave


.avi
Microsoft
Yes
No
No

QuickTime
.mov, .qt
Apple
Yes
Configurable
Yes

Mpeg Video
.mpg, .mpeg
Motion Picture

Expert Group
No
No
No

Real Video
.ram, .rm
Real Networks
No
Yes
Yes

Window Media 

File
.wmv
Microsoft
No
Yes
Yes








Response Time
User Reaction

< 0.1 Second
User perceives this an instantaneous.

< 1.0 Second
User noticed the delay, but no break in thought stream.

> 10 Seconds
User switches to another task.




Name
Open Standard
Plug-in Required 
Streaming
LOD Control
Successive Refinement

VRML
Yes
Yes
No
Maybe
No



Jave3D
No
Yes
No
Yes
Maybe

Shockwave
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Atmosphere
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

X3D
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Depends

