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App Icon Design
Evolution & Considerations



Daria Tsoupikova
Sabine Krauss

Professional Practice I
Fall 2018Mobile App Design — DES 420 2

The app icon is the first opportunity 
to communicate, at a glance, about 
your app.

Designing App Icons
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iPhone App Style Evolution
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iPhone App Style Evolution

Facebook & iTunes 
remote evolution examples.

Key characteristics:
Simple ideas.
Single Ideas.
Color Contrast.
Strong Edge definition.
No words.
Distinct form.
No story-telling.
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https://9to5mac.com/2018/07/10/app-store-10-years-design-evolution/
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Keep your audience & your 
apps purpose in mind as well as 
visual context. 

Designing App Icons
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App Icons: iOS vs Android

Human Interface Guidelines
Embrace simplicity.
Provide single focus.
Recognizable design.
Simple background.
Avoid transparency.
Try avoiding words.
No Photos or UI elements.

Test Icon against different wallpapers.
Keep icon corners square.
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Material Design
Material elements have tactile surfaces.
Use icon grid and keyline shapes.
Maintain layer structure, lighting, shading, 
edge tint/shade, finish

Color
Layer
Scoring
Fold
Overlap
No distort
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Top Free App Store Apps
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Top Free App Store Apps
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Photography App Icons
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Photography App Icons
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Top Free Google Play Store Apps
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Top Free Android Apps
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iPhone App Style Evolution

Tik Tok
45.8 million

YouTube
35.3 million

WhatsApp
33.8 million

FB Messenger 
31.3 million

Instagram
31 million

Facebook
29.4 million
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iOS Touch Guidelines & range of icon sizes for implementation

Minimum target size 
44 pixels width by 
44 pixels height

Pixel width of the 
average adult index finger
1.6 to 2 cm (16 – 20 mm) = 
~ 45 – 57 pixels

Pixel width of the 
average thumb
1 inch (2.5 cm) = ~72 pixels
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(An MIT Touch Lab study of Human Fingertips to investigate the Mechanics of Tactile Sense)
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Resources

iOS Developer
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https://developer.apple.com/develop/
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Resources

iOS Human 
Interface Guidelines
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https://developer.apple.com/design/human-interface-
guidelines/ios/overview/themes/
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Resources

System Icons vs 
Custom Icons

If your app includes tasks or 
modes that can’t be 
represented by a system icon, 
or if the system icons don’t 
match your app’s style, you 
can create your own icons.

But remember 
“conventions are good.”
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https://developer.apple.com/design/human-interface-
guidelines/ios/icons-and-images/custom-icons/
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Embrace simplicity. Stand out.


